Mr. John Baird,
Minister of Community and Social Services,
80 Grosvenor Street,
6th Floor Hepburn Block,
Toronto, ON M7A 1E9

February 24, 2002

Dear Mr. Baird:

RE:  Funding Individuals Directly-A Statement from Ten Ontario Disability Organizations

Please be advised that we support the statement that 25% of the new funding be used for individuals directly.  This allocation would affirm a basic human right for these citizens to participate in the community, just like anyone else.

The Ministry needs to recognize the issue of democracy.  Families need to be a major part of policy developments and planning of support for community participation. Many families and individuals want the option outlined in the statement.  We agree with The following points that are highlighted in the statement:

1. 25% of all new funding is allocated directly toward individualized funding.

2. Reform the local planning groups and create a mechanism for funding individualized support.  This mechanism must include at least 50% representation of individuals with disabilities and their families.

3. MCSS to promote and fund investments that enhance natural family homes and individualized support arrangements in community, thereby increasing the potential for inclusion and reducing the need and demand for costly institutional care or support through service programs.

4. The Minister to work with members of the ten organizations that have experience with capacity building and facilitation to implement this recommendation.

The present government has refused to support this proven option requested by many families, individualized funding which leads to better quality of life through individually directed solutions.  This option has been proven to give more value for the dollar. It builds on the Ministry’s success with Special Services at Home.

Minister, it is time for you to act now and implement the recommendations contained in the Ontario Round Table Report on Individualized Funding.

Sincerely,

Cc: 
John Fleming, Deputy Minister  AND  Local MPP
